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muscle. Its response follows the "all or none" law or prin-
ciple. This law, which also applies to the conduction of the
nerve Impulse (p. 516) and to the contraction of an isolated
fiber of skeletal muscle (p. 536), states that a stimulus3 If it

Fig. 4-30   Cardiac muscle fibers.

produces a response at all, will produce the mapmum response
of which the tissue is capable under the conditions existing at
the moment. That is to say, increasing the strength of a
stimulus above that which is just necessary to excite the heart
muscle (threshold strength) does not increase the force of its
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Treppc.   When the heart muscle is stimulated at regular in-
tervals, the first few contractions increase progressively in am-
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